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Peace upon Those Who Follow Right Guidance:   
Letters from the Prophet () to some of the Non-Muslim Rulers  

  Prepared by Abū al-Ḥasan Mālik Ᾱdam al-Akhḍar 
 
 

[1] Wording of the Prophet’s () Letter to Heraclius, ruler of the Byzantine:  
 
(The letter was carried by the noble Companion Diḥyah b. Khalīfah al-Kalbī ()1 in the 6th year 
of the Hijrah) 

 

ِالرهْْحَِنِالرهِحيمِِِِبْسمِِ اَّللِه  
 

َِوَرسحوِلِهِِإََلِِهَرْقَلَِعِظيِمِالرُّوِم:َِساَلٌمَِعَلىَِمِنِات هَبَعِِ ْْعحو ََِاهلحَدى،ِأَِِمْنُِمحَمهٍدَِعْبِدِاَّللِه َِأ ََِِِّيِ ْْدح،ِ مه ِبَ 
نهَِعَلْيَكِِإثَِْ ََِِ ْنِتَ َولهْيَتِ ََِِ ِ، َأْجَر َََِمرهتَ ْْيِ أَلرِيِسيِيَْيَِِوِ}ََيِاِِبِدَع يَِةِاإِلْساَلِم،َِأْسِلْمَِتْسَلْم،ِي حْؤِتَكِاَّللهِح

نَ َن ِوَِ َِكِلَمٍةَِسَواٍءِبَ ي ْ َْ َلْواِِإََل نحْشِر ََِِبِهِشََِأْهَلِالِكَت ِبِتَ  َوالَِ ِاَّللهَِ ْْبحَدِِإاله نَ  َنكحْمَِأْنِالَِ ِِ ََِبَ ي ْ ًا َِواَلِيَ ته ي ْ
ِمحْسِلمحوَن{ ْنِتَ َولهْواََِ قحولحواِاْشَهدحواِِبََِّنه ََِِ ِ ْحوِنِاَّللِه ِِمْنِ ْْضا َِأْرََبَبا ْْضحَن ِبَ   بَ 

n the name of Allāh, the Beneficent, the Merciful: From Muḥammad, the servant of 
Allāh and His Messenger to Heraclius, the ruler of the Byzantine. Peace be upon the 
one who follows right guidance. Verily, I invite you to al-Islām. Accept Islām, and 
you will be safe, and Allāh will double your reward, and if you reject, you bear the 

sins of the Arisiyyīn. 

ڤ   ڤ   ڤ   ڤ   ڦ     ڦ   ڦ   ڦ   ڄ    ڄ   ڄ   ڄ   ڃ   ڃ   ڃ   ڃ   چ   چ   چ   ژ 

  ژچ     ڇ   ڇ   ڇ   ڇ   ڍڍ   ڌ   ڌ   ڎ   ڎ   ڈ       ڈ   ژ   

“Say: O people of the Scripture, come to a word that is just between you and us, 
that we worship none but Allāh and that we associate nothing in worship with 

                                                           
1 He is Diḥyah b. Khalīfah b. Farwah b. Faḍālah al-Kalbī, from the Khazraj. The Prophet () 
mentioned that the angel Jibrīl () resembled him, and that Jibrīl would sometimes come in his form, as 
found in the narration collected by al-Nasā’ī in his Sunan (no. 4991) on the authority of Abū Hurayrah () 
that a man came to the Messenger of Allāh (), from the most handsome and best smelling of the 
people. It was as if no dirt had touched his garment; he asked him about the rulings of Islām, and the Messenger 
() answered him. When he left, the Prophet () said: “By the One Who sent Muḥammad 
with the truth, guidance and glad tidings, I did not know him any more than any man among you. Indeed 
that was Jibrīl, who came in the form of Diḥyah al-Kalbī.” Shaykh al-Albānī authenticates this narration in 
Ṣaḥīḥ Sunan al-Nasāʿī (no. 5063). Diḥyah lived until the Caliphate of Muʿāwiyah ibn Abū Sufyān () and 
died in the year forty-five Hijrī.  

I 
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Him, and that none of us shall take others as lords besides Allāh. Then, if they 
turn away, say: ‘Bear witness that we are Muslims.’” 
[Ᾱli-ʿImrān 3:64]2 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
2 See Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī (no. 7) and Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim (no. 1773), from the narration of Ibn ʿAbbās ().  



3                                                                                                                Peace upon Those Who Follow Right Guidance 

 

[2] Letter to al-Najāshī, ruler of Abyssinia: 
 
(The letter was carried by the noble Companion ʿAmr ibn Umayyah al-Ḍamrī 3) 
 

َِكَتَبِقَ ْبَلَِمْوتِِهِِإََلِِ)) َعَلْيِهَِوَسلهَم َِصلهىِاَّللهِح ِِكْسَرىِوََِعْنِأََنٍس:َِأنهَِرسحوَلِاَّللِه ِإََلِقَ ْيَصَرَِوِإََلِالنهَج ِشيِي
ِكحلِيَِجبه ٍرَِيْدعحوهحْمِِإََلِاَّللهِِ عَِ«َِوِإََل ِاله َِيَِصلهىَِعَلْيِهِالنهِبَُِّصلهىِاَّللهِح ((َلْيِهَِوَسلهمََِولَْيَسَِِبلنهَج ِشيِي  

 
Anas b. Mālik () reported that before the death of Allāh’s Messenger (), 
he wrote to Kisrā, Qaysar, al-Najāshī and every tyrant, calling them to Allāh, but this 
was not the Najāshī for whom the Prophet () prayed [the Janāzah].4 

 
Al-Ḥākim collects a version of the letter in his al-Mustadrak: 

 

:َِق َلِاْبنحِِإْسَح َق: َعَلْيِهَِوَسلهَمِِإََلِالنهَج ِشيِي ِِكَت ٌبِِمَنِالنهِبِيُِمحَمهٍدَِصلهىِهللاِح َه ََا  
 

ِالرهْْحَِنِالرهِحيمِِ  ِبْسِمِاَّللِه
 

ِاأْلَْصَحِمَِعِظيِمِاْْلََبِشَِساَلٌمَِعَلىَِمِنِات هَبَعِاهْلِحِ ِِإََلِالنهَج ِشيِي ُِمحَمهٍدَِرسحوِلِاَّللِه ِِكَت بح َدى،َِومَمَنَِه ََا
ِِ ََِْص ِحَبةاَِواَلَِولَِ َوْحَدهحِاَلَِشرِيَكَِلهح،ََِلِْيَ ته ِاَّللهِح َِوَرسحوِلِه،َِوَشِهَدَِأْنِاَلِِإَلَهِِإاله اِدِاَِبَّللِه ا،َِوَأنهُِمحَمهدا

َََأْسِلمِْ ِ، ِاَّللِه َِأََّنَِرسحولح ََِِِّيِ ِ، ْْعحو ََِِبدحَع ِءِاَّللِه َْ َلْواِِإََلَِِتْسَلْمِ}ََيَِأهَِِْعْبدحهحَِوَرسحولحهح،َِأ َلِاْلِكَت ِبِتَ 
ْْضحَن ِ ِِ ََِبَ  ًا َِواَلِيَ ته َواَلِنحْشِر ََِِبِهَِشي ْ ِاَّللهَِ ْْبحَدِِإاله ِنَ  َنكحْمَِأاله َن َِوبَ ي ْ ن َ ِِمْنِب ََِكِلَمٍةَِسَواٍءِبَ ي ْ ْْضا َِأْرََبَبا

{ِ]ملِعمران:ِ ََْلْيك46َِْحوِنِاَّللِه ْنِأَبَ ْيَتََِ  ََِِ النهَص َرىِ[،ِ ِإْثِح  
 
Muḥammad ibn Isḥāq stated: This letter was sent by the Messenger of Allāh to al-
Najāshī: “In the Name of Allāh, the Beneficent, the Merciful. From Muḥammad, the 
Messenger of Allāh, to al-Najāshī, the ruler of Abyssinia: Peace be upon those who 
follow right guidance and believe in Allāh and His Messenger, testifying that nothing 
has the right to be worshipped besides Allāh, Who has no partner or offspring, and that 
Muḥammad is His Servant and Messenger. I invite you with the call of Allāh, for indeed 
I am the Messenger of Allāh. Embrace Islām and you will be safe. 

                                                           
3 He is ʿAmr b. Umayyah b. Khuwaylid b. ʿAbd Allāh al-Kinānī, Abū Umayyah. It is said that he 
accepted Islām early and was from those who emigrated to Abyssinia and later al-Madīnah. He died 

in Madīnah during the Caliphate of  Muʿāwiyah (). 
4 Collected by Muslim in his Ṣaḥīḥ (no. 1774) and al-Tirmidhī in his Jāmiʿ (no. 2716) 
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ڤ   ڤ   ڤ   ڤ   ڦ     ڦ   ڦ   ڦ   ڄ    ڄ   ڄ   ڄ   ڃ   ڃ   ڃ   ڃ   چ   چ   چ   ژ 

  ژچ     ڇ   ڇ   ڇ   ڇ   ڍڍ   ڌ   ڌ   ڎ   ڎ   ڈ       ڈ   ژ   

“Say: O people of the Scripture, come to a word that is just between you and us, 
that we worship none but Allāh and that we associate nothing in worship with 
Him, and that none of us shall take others as lords besides Allāh. Then, if they 
turn away, say: ‘Bear witness that we are Muslims.’” 
[Ᾱli-ʿImrān 3:64]5   
 
If you refuse, then the sin of the Christians is upon you.6 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
5 See Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī (no. 7) and Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim (no. 1773), from the narration of Ibn ʿAbbās ().  
6 See al-Mustadrak ʿalā al-Ṣaḥīḥayn by al-Ḥākim (no. 4303) 
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[3] Wording of the Prophet’s () Letter to Kisrā, ruler of the Persians: 
 
(This letter was carried by ʿAbd Allāh b. Ḥudhāfah al-Qurashī 7) 
 

َعَلْيِهَِوَسلهَمِِ-َكَتَبِ ِِكْسَرى:ِ-َصلهىِاَّللهِح ِإََل  
 

ِالرهْْحَِنِالرهِحيمِِ  ِبْسِمِاَّللِه
 

َِوَرسحولِِِ ََ ِرَس،َِساَلٌمَِعَلىَِمِنِات هَبَعِاهْلحَدىَِومَمَنَِِبَّللِه ِِكْسَرىَِعِظيِمِ ِِإََل ِه،َِوَشِهَدِِمْنُِمحَمهٍدَِرسحوِلِاَّللِه
،َََِِِِأْنِاَلِ ْْعحو ََِِبِدَع يَِةِاَّللِه اَِعْبدحهحَِوَرسحولحهحِ;َِأ َوْحَدهحِاَلَِشرِيَكَِلهح،َِوَأنهُِمحَمهدا ِاَّللهِح ِِإَلَهِِإاله ِاَّللِه َِرسحولح ِّيِ

َِرِيَن.َِأْسِلْمَِتسِْ َِعَلىِاْلَك  َِك َنَِحيًّ ،َِوَيَِقهِاْلَقْولح ِكحلِيِهْمِِلي حْن ََِرَِمْن ََْلْيَكِِإْثِحَلمِِْإََلِالنه ِس ْنِتَ َولهْيَتََِ  ََِِ ِ،
 اْلَمجحوسِِ

The Prophet () wrote to Kisrā:  
 
In the name of Allāh, the Beneficent, the Merciful: From Muḥammad, the Messenger 
of Allāh, to Kisrā, the ruler of the Persians: Peace be upon the one who follows right-
guidance and believes in Allāh and His Messenger, testifying that nothing has the right 
to be worshipped except Allāh Alone and that He has no partners and that Muḥammad 
is His Servant and Messenger. I invite you with the call of Allāh, for indeed I am the 
Messenger of Allāh to all mankind, to warn those who are living and say a just word 
to the disbelievers. Embrace Islām and you will be safe. If you refuse, then the sin of 
the Magi is upon you.8 

 

ِ َعَلْيِهَِوَسلهَمِِ-َوَعْنهح،َِأنهَِرسحوَلِاَّللِه ِِكْسرَِِ-َصلهىِاَّللهِح ََْثِِبِكَت ِبِهِِإََل َََةِبَ  ِْبِنِحح ََا ىَِمَعَِعْبِدِاَّللِه
ِِكْسَرىَِ َِ َْهحَِعِظيمحِاْلَبْحَرْيِنِِإََل َََدََ  َْهحِِإََلَِعِظيِمِاْلَبْحَرْيِن،ِ َََأَمَرهحَِأْنَِيْدََ  ِ،  مه ِقَ َرَأَِمَّهَقهح،ِلَِالسهْهِميِي

ِ ِاَّللِه َََدَع َِعَلْيِهْمَِرسحولح َعَلْيِهَِوَسلهَمِِ-َق َلِاْبنحِاْلمحَسيهِب:ِ َّهٍق.ِِ-َصلهىِاَّللهِح ِكحلهُِمح َّهقحوا َِأْنُِيح
 

ʿAbd Allāh b. ʿAbbās () said that the Messenger of Allāh () sent ʿAbd 
Allāh ibn Ḥudhāfah al-Sahmī with a letter to Kisrā, commanding him to deliver it to 
the ruler of al-Baḥrayn. The ruler of Baḥrayn delivered it to Kisrā, and when he read 
it, he tore it up. Ibn al-Musayyib said: “The Messenger of Allāh () 
supplicated against him that his kingdom be torn asunder.”9 

 
 

                                                           
7 He is ʿAbd Allāh b. Ḥudhāfah b. Qays b. Adiyy b. Sa’d al-Qurashī, Abū Ḥudhāfah. He died during the Caliphate of 
ʿUthmān b, ʿAffān () in the year thirty-three Hijrī. 
8 The report has been graded Ḥasan by al-Albānī in his checking of Fiqh al-Sīrah (p. 388) 
9 Collected by al-Bukhārī in his Ṣaḥīḥ (no. 4424) 


