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Al-Muhaddith Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani on Actions being from al-Iman
Translated by Aba al-Hasan Malik al-Akhdar

‘el

N HIS CHECKING of al-NawawT’s Riyad al-Salihin, al-Muhaddith Muhammad
Nasir al-Din al-Albani (iizs) states: “Abii Hurayrah (z4i) relates that the
Messenger of Allah (Jsakafe) said:
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‘Indeed Allah does not look at your bodies or your forms; rather, he looks at your

hearts.’

Muslim and others added the wording:
(.46 5))
‘...and your actions.’

It is collected in Ghayah al-Maram fi Takhiij al-Halal wa al-Haram (410). And this
addition is vital because without it many people misunderstand the hadith. So if you
instruct them with the commandments of the sound Legislation from the growing
of the beard, abandoning imitation of the disbelievers, and other obligatory matters,
they would respond that what is important is what is found in the heart and evince
their claim with this hadith, unaware of the authentic addition, which indicates that
Allah also looks at their actions. If they are good, He will accept them; if not, He will

reject them, as proven in a number of texts, such as the [the Prophet’s] statement:
(35 383 cad o W1 030 3 D31 0a )

“‘Whoever innovates anything in this affair of ours that which is not from it, it is

rejected.”

! Collected by al-Bukhari in his Sahih (no. 2498)
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In reality, it is impossible to imagine good hearts except with good actions or good
actions except from good hearts. This was beautifully explained by the Messenger of
Allah (Jsaife) in the hadith related by al-Nu’man ibn Bashir (zedis):
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‘Indeed in the body, there is a piece of flesh. If that piece of flesh is sound, the whole
body will be sound. If it is corrupt, the whole of the body will be corrupt. Indeed it
is the heart.”

Also, in his (Jz«&4fe) statement:
: 58 <o, s8. g A4 st oF oL As %3 s
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“You will either straighten your rows, or Allah will separate your faces (i.e. divide

your hearts).”
And his ({s.&4de) statement:
(Jud &4 ot @ Oy
‘Verily Allah is Beautiful, and He loves beauty.™

This narration was related concerning legislated material beauty, as opposed to what

many may think.

So if you were aware of this, then from the most egregious of errors I saw in every
copy of this book I came across, whether published or in manuscript form, was that
the aforementioned addition was emended by the author (i.e. al-Nawaw1i) under
hadith no. 1578; however, his pen—or the pen of his scribe—inverted it and distorted
the meaning. So it was worded: ‘He does not look at your forms or your actions...’
This misled all of the printers, editors, and annotators, and I do not exclude from this
the editors of the al-Miriyyah al-Makkiyyah print and other than it. Rather, this misled
Ibn ‘Allan in his explanation; thus, he explained it with the inverted wording. He

said: ‘Allah does not base reward on a body’s grandeur, a beautiful form, or an

2 Collected by al-Bukhart in his Sahih (no. 50) and Muslim (no. 2988)
? Collected by al-Bukhari in his Sakikh (no. 717) and Muslim in his Sahik (no. 127).
* Collected by Muslim in his Sahih (no. 147).
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abundance of deeds.” And the falsehood of this explanation is not hidden, because
along with it contradicting the correct wording of the hadith, it also contradicts
numerous texts from the Book and the Sunnah which establish that the precedence
given to worshippers in Paradise is related to their righteous deeds—few or many.

From [those texts] is Allah’s Statement:

€ ) e 320550 JEiy
“For all there will be degrees (or ranks) according to what they did.”
[al-An’am 6:132]

Also, His (f5%) Statement in the Hadith al-Qudst:
(&) el 1335 Ap 5eb 86 3351 % 2K Lgasl 20T 2 ) estis 1))

‘O my servants, it is but your deeds that I reckon for you and then recompense you
for them; whoever finds good, let him praise Allah...”

So how is it conceivable that Allah (i) would not look at actions—like bodies and
forms—when [deeds] are the foundation of entry to Paradise after belief, as Allah (%)

Says:
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‘Enter Paradise because of (the good) which you used to do [in the
world].’ [al-Nahl 16:32]

So consider how far al-Tagqlid has distanced its followers from the truth and landed
them in a place of great error. This is due entirely to their aversion to the study of the

206

Sunnah from its reliable sources.
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> Collected by Muslim in his Sahik (no. 4652)

¢ Refer to Shaykh al-Albani’s checking of Riyad al-Salihin (p. 21-23).

If one closely examines this profound statement of Imam al-Albani (#iz5), he will discover an
unassailable refutation on those who falsely attribute al-Irja to this great Muhaddith. In truth, the affair
is as Imam al-'Uthaymin (£14z5) said regarding those who label al-Albani as Murji: “Whoever accuses
al-Albani of al-Irja, he either does not know al-Albani, or he does not know al-Irja.”
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