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Selected Chapters from Kitāb al-Sunnah
(The Book of the Sunnah) Sunan Abū Dāwūd
Prepared by Abū al-Ḥasan Mālik al-Akhḍar

Biographical Sketch of Imām Abū Dāwūd al-Sijistānī ()

H

Imām, Sulaymān b. al-’Ash'ath as-Sijistānī (), commonly referred to
by his kunyah Abū Dāwūd. He was born in the year 202H in Sijistān (now eastern Iran).
He began seeking knowledge at an early age, becoming a student of ḥadīth before turning
eighteen. Afterward, he began to travel in the path of knowledge. In the year 220H, he went
to ‘Irāq. Thereafter, Abū Aḥmad (the leader) requested that Abū Dāwūd move to al-Baṣrah; so
he settled there as a resident and student. He heard [narrations] from Musa b. Ismā’īl, al-Walīd,
et al. Then, in the year 221H, he went to Kūfā and heard from al-Ḥasan b. Rabī’ as well as Ibn
Yūnus: two of the greater teachers of Imām Muslim. Frequently visiting Baghdād, he would
sit at the feet Imām Aḥmad b. Ḥanbal () and hear narrations from him. He related his book
al-Sunan there, and Imām Aḥmad would praise it. Around 222H, he entered Makkah and
benefited from ‘Abd Allāh, who was from the narrators of Imām Mālik’s Muwaṭṭā. He also took
knowledge from Hishām Ibn ‘Ammār, who was from the teachers of al-Bukhārī. Later, he
traveled to Mi r and benefitted from Aḥmad b. Sāliḥ, the head of the scholars of ḥadīth in Mi r.
His last travel was in 271H to Baghdād, before returning to Baṣrah. This great Imām, who
Mūsa b. Hārun said “was created for ḥadīth,” died in the year 275H. May Allāh grant him the
highest reaches of Paradise.
E IS THE NOBLE

Map of Abū Dāwud’s travels in seeking knowledge
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السن َِّة
ُّ ب اش ْر ِح
ُ اَب

CHAPTER 1: SHARḤ AL-SUNNAH

ِ ُ ال رس
ِ ِ ْ ود عالاى إِح ادى أاو ثِْن تا
ِ  ((افْ تا رقا:اَّلل صلَّى هللا اعلاْي ِه وسلَّم
،ًْي فِ ْرقاة
 قا ا،عن أِاِب ُه اريْ ارةا
ُ ت الْيا ُه
ْي او اس ْبع ا
ْ
ول َّ ا
ُ
ْ
ُ  قا ا ا:ال
ا
اا ا
ِ ْي وسب ِع
ِ
ٍ
ِ
ِ
))ًْي فِ ْرقاة
 اوتا ْف اَِت ُق أ َُّم ِت اعلاى ثااَلث او اس ْبع ا،ًْي ف ْرقاة
َّص اارى اعلاى إِ ْح ادى أ ْاو ث ْن تا ْ ِ ا ا ْ ا
اوتا اف َّرقات الن ا
[1] 4596 - Abū Hurayrah () stated that the Messenger of Allāh said: “The Jews split
into seventy-one or seventy-two sects; and the Christians split into seventy-one or
seventy-two sects; and my Ummah will split into seventy-three sects.”1

َِّ ول
ِ
 "أ ااَل إِ َّن ام ْن قا ْب لا ُك ْم:ال
ام فِيناا فا اق ا
 أ ااَل إِ َّن ار ُس ا:ال
ام فِيناا فا اق ا
صلَّى هللاُ اعلاْيه او اسلَّ ام قا ا
اَّلل ا
 أانَّهُ قا ا،اع ْن ُم اعا ِوياةا بْ ِن أِاِب ُس ْفياا ان
ِ ْي وسب ِع
ِِ
ِ ِمن أ ْاه ِل ال
ِ  ثِْن تا:ث وسب ِعْي
ٍ
ِ
ِ ْكتا
،ان او اس ْب عُو ان ِِف النَّا ِر
 اوإِ َّن اهذه ال ِْملَّةا استا ْف اَِت ُق اعلاى ثااَل ا ا ْ ا،ًْي ملَّة
اب افْ تا ارقُوا اعلاى ث ْن تا ْ ِ ا ا ْ ا
ْ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ْك
ج ِم ْن أ َُّم ِت أاق اْوامٌ اَتا اارى ِبِِ ْم تِل ا
اعةُ" « از ا
 اوه اي ا ْْلا ام ا،اواواح ادةٌ ِِف ا ْْلان َِّة
ُ  او اع ْم ٌرو ِِف احديثا ْي ِه اما» " اوإِنَّهُ اسيا ْخ ُر،اد ابْ ُن اَْي اَي
ِ  «الْ اكلْب بِص:ال عمرو
ِ ِ ِ ِ اكما ي تجارى الْ اكلْب ل،ْاْل ْاهواء
ِ احبِ ِه اَل ي ب اقى ِم ْنهُ ِعر ٌق واَل م ْف
»ُص ٌل إََِّل اد اخلاه
ْا
ُ ا
ُ ا
ْ ا ا
ٌ ْ صاحبه " اوقا ا ا
ا ُ ا اا ا ا
[2] 4597 - Mu’āwiyyah b. Abū Sufyān () said: Indeed Allāh’s Messenger stood up among
us and said: “Certainly, before you the People of the Book split into seventy-two sects, and
indeed this Ummah will split into seventy-three sects; seventy-two in the Hell-fire, and one in
the Paradise, and it is the Jamā’ah.” And its narrators Ibn Yaḥyā and ‘Amr added his statement:
“Indeed, there will come from my Ummah a people who desires will flow through them like
rabies through its victim.” ‘Amr said: “Rabies (will flow through) its victim, and there will not
remain a vein except that it will enter it.”2

Shaykh al-Albānī () has graded this narration ḥasan aḥīḥ.
Regarding the meaning of this narration, Ibn Athīr () says that rabies is a “disease which afflicts a
person who has been bitten by a rabid dog, and is affected by an insane like state. [The dog] does not
bite anyone except that he becomes rabid and is afflicted with terrible symptoms and is unable to drink
water until dying from thirst.” See al-Nihāyah fī Gharīb al-Ḥadīth (4/195).
Imām al-Shāṭibī () says: “In this narration he (i.e. the Prophet) informed of what would take place
in his Ummah from desires, dividing it into seventy-three sects, and there would appear among them a
group whose hearts would be infected by these desires until it would become nearly impossible to
abandon them and repent from them, similar to the way rabies infects the rabid [dog]. Thus, there does
not remain a body part except that it is infected with this disease and it is that which flows [through the
bloodstream] and is incurable. Likewise, if they (i.e. the desires) enter and fill the heart of the person of
desires, no exhortation or evidence will remedy him, and he will not take heed to those who are at
variance with him.” See al-'Iti ām (2/778).
Author: Imām Abū Dāwūd as-Sijistānī [d. 275H]
Explanation: Imām Aḥmad ibn Yaḥyā al-Najmī [1429H]
Authentication: Imām Muḥammad Nā ir al-Dīn al-Albānī [d. 1420H]
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 al-Muḥaddith Aḥmad al-Najmī () said: (A people will appear from my Ummah
who these desires will flow through them like rabies through a rabid dog. There
will not remain a [bodily] canal or joint except that it will enter it) This is a
reality, for certainly you see that many of the people of desires do not submit to the
truth and do not return to it after becoming aware of it; similar to the mad dog that is
infected with rabies. Rabies is a disease which afflicts a dog, and if it is infected with it,
the disease does not subside; instead, the dog goes mad like an insane person. It does
not drink water and tries to bite anyone it comes across. We ask Allāh for His Pardon.”3

Al-Najmī, Fatḥ al-Raḥīm al-Wadūd (Dar al-Minhaj 1435 H/2014), 53
Author: Imām Abū Dāwūd as-Sijistānī [d. 275H]
Explanation: Imām Aḥmad ibn Yaḥyā al-Najmī [1429H]
Authentication: Imām Muḥammad Nā ir al-Dīn al-Albānī [d. 1420H]
3
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ِ َبب ُُمااناب ِة أ ْاه ِل ْاْل ْاهو ِاء وب ْغ
ض ِه ْم
ا ُ ا
ُا ا

CHAPTER 3: HATRED AND AVOIDANCE
OF THE PEOPLE OF DESIRES

َِّ  والْب غْض ِِف،اَّلل
ِ
َِّ ول
ِ
ِ ضل ْاْلا ْعم
))اَّلل
ُ ال ار ُس
 قا ا:ال
 قا ا،اع ْن أِاِب ذا ٍر
ُّ ُال ا ْْل
ُ ُ ب ِِف َّ ا
اَّلل ا
 ((أافْ ا ُ ا:صلَّى هللاُ اعلايْه او اسلَّ ام
[3] 4599 - On the authority of Abū Dharr (), the Messenger of Allāh () said:
“The best of actions is love for the Sake of Allāh and hatred for the Sake of Allāh.”4

َِّ ان عب اد
َِّ الر ْْح ِن بن عب ِد
ٍ ِب بْ ِن مال
ٍ ِب بْ ِن مال
ٍ  قاائِ اد اك ْع، اواكا ان،ك
ب ِم ْن بانِ ِيه
قا ا
ْ  أ َّ ا،ك
ْ  أا ْخبا ارِِن اع ْب ُد َّ ا ْ ُ ا:ال
اَّلل بْ ان اك ْع ِ ا
اَّلل بْ ِن اك ْع ِ ا
ِ ِحْي اع ِمي قا ا
ٍ ِت اك ْعب بْن مال
وك
ِ ِصةا اَتالُّ ِف ِه اع ِن الن
َّ ِ ق،الس ْر ِح
صلَّى هللاُ اعلاْي ِه او اسلَّ ام ِِف غا ْزاوةِ تابُ ا
َّ  اوذا اك ار ابْ ُن- ،ك
َّب ا
 اس ْع ُ ا ا ا:ال
ا ا
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
َّ ول
ت ج اد اار
 اح ََّّت إِ اذا طا ا،ْي اع ْن اك اَلمناا أايُّ اها الث اََّلثاةا
ُ  « اونا اهى ار ُس:ال
 قا اُ س َّوْر
صلَّى هللاُ اعلاْيه او اسلَّ ام ال ُْم ْسلم ا
اَّلل ا
ال اعلا َّي تا ا
َِّ  فاو،ت علاي ِه
ِ
َّ  فا، او ُهو ابْ ُن اع ِمي،ادةا
ِ  ُُثَّ اسا اق اخبا ار تا ْن ِز،الس اَل ام
»يل تا ْوباتِ ِه
َّ اَّلل اما ار َّد اعلا َّي
احائِط أِاِب قا تا ا
سل ْم ُ ا ْ ا
ا
ا
[4] 4600 - Ka’b ibn Mālik () …mentioned the story of his remaining behind from the
Prophet () during the Tabūk expedition, he said: “The Prophet () forbade
the Muslims from speaking to [the three of] us, until I scaled the wall of my cousin, Abū
Qatādah, and gave him salāms, and by Allāh, he did not return the salāms…he then narrates
the story of the revelation concerning his repentance.”5
 Al-Muḥaddith Aḥmad al-Najmī said: “Hatred and avoidance of the people of desires is
from the definitive matters of the Religion; so from the foundations of the Religion is
loving and hating for the Sake of Allāh, and displaying fealty and enmity for His Sake.
A worshipper will not attain completeness of faith except with this, so if the servant
loves and hates for the Sake of Allāh, displays fealty and enmity, and gives and
withholds for His Sake, then this one has achieved the completeness of al-Imān.”6

Shaykh al-Albānī has graded this narration da’īf (weak).
Shaykh al-Albān has graded this narration aḥīḥ (authentic)
6
Al-Najmī, Fatḥ al-Raḥīm al-Wadūd (Dar al-Minhaj 1435 H/2014), 59
Author: Imām Abū Dāwūd as-Sijistānī [d. 275H]
Explanation: Imām Aḥmad ibn Yaḥyā al-Najmī [1429H]
Authentication: Imām Muḥammad Nā ir al-Dīn al-Albānī [d. 1420H]
4
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الس اَلِم اعلاى أ ْاه ِل ْاْل ْاه او ِاء
َّ ب تا ْر ِك
ُ اَب

CHAPTER 4: LEAVING OFF SALĀMS (SALUTATIONS)
UPON THE PEOPLE OF DESIRES

ٍ  فا اخلَّ ُق ِوِن بِز ْع افر،ت ي اداي
صلَّى هللاُ اعلاْي ِه
ِ ِت اعلاى الن
 قا ا،اع ْن اع َّما ِر بْ ِن اَي ِس ٍر
ت اعلاى أ ْاهلِي اوقا ْد تا ا
ُ  فاغا اد ْو،ان
ُ  قا ِد ْم:ال
َّب ا
ش َّق اق ْ ا ا
ا ا
َّ
))ك
 اوقا ا، فا لا ْم يا ُر َّد اعلا َّي،ت اعلاْي ِه
ب فاا ْغ ِس ْل اه اذا اع ْن ا
ُ سلَّ ْم
ْ  ((ا ْذ اه:ال
 فا ا،او اسل ام
[5] 4601- On the authority of ‘Ammār ibn Yāsir () who said: “I returned to my family
when my hands had cracked (from the cold and usage of water), so they placed saffron on
them. I went to the Prophet () in the morning and gave him salāms. However, he
did not return them, and said: ‘Go and wash that off.’”7

َِّ ول
ِ
ِ اعن اعائِ ا
ِ ِ ِ ِ أانَّهُ ا ْعتا َّل ب ِعري ل،اَّلل اع ْن اها
صلَّى هللاُ اعلاْي ِه
ُ ال ار ُس
ض ُل ظا ْه ٍر فا اق ا
ْ ب فا
اَّلل ا
ا ٌ ا
َُّ شةا ارض اي
ْ
 اوع ْن اد ازيْ نا ا،ٍصفيَّةا ب ْنت ُحياي
َِّ ول
ِ َّ
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ
صلَّى هللاُ اعلاْي ِه او اسلَّ ام فا اه اج اراها
ُ ب ار ُس
ْ ريا» فا اقال
 أ ااَن أُ ْع ِطي تِل ا:ات
اَّلل ا
ْك الْيا ُهوديَّةا؟ ((فاغاض ا
 ل ازيْ نا ا:او اسل ام
ً  «أا ْعط ايها باع:ب
ِ ِ
))ص اف ٍر
ذاا ا ْْل َّجة اوال ُْم اح َّرام اوبا ْع ا
ض ا
[6] 4602 - ‘Ā’ishah () narrated that the camel of Safiyyah bint Huyayy ()became
sick, and Zaynab () had an extra riding animal, so the Messenger of Allāh ()
said to Zaynab, ‘Give her a camel.’ She (i.e. Zaynab) said, ‘Should I give one to that Jewess?’
So the Messenger of Allāh () became angry and boycotted her the months of Dhū
al-Ḥijjah, al-Muḥarram, and part of Ṣafr.”8
 Al-Muḥaddith Aḥmad al-Najmī said: “What is intended by desires here is innovation.”9
 The Shaykh was asked: “In the chapters ‘Hatred and Avoidance of the People of Desires
and Leaving off Salutations upon Them,’ the narrations concern sin (disobedience), so
how did the author (i.e. Abū Dāwud) arrive at the ruling found in the chapter heading
from the ḥadīths?”
The Shaykh answered: “In reality, this is a very important question. The Prophet
() did not return the salāms to ‘Ammār b. Yāsir () due to the fact he was
wearing saffron, as he did not return the salāms of the man who was wearing a gold
ring, nor upon the delegation that was wearing silk and gold rings, and these are sins.
Also, the Prophet () boycotted Zaynab bint al-Jahsh, and these were sins. So,
how are [these narrations] applied to boycotting the people of innovation?

Shaykh al-Albānī has graded this narration ḥasan.
Shaykh al-Albānī has graded this narration da’īf (weak).
9
Al-Najmī, Fatḥ al-Raḥīm al-Wadūd (Dar al-Minhaj 1435 H/2014), 64
Author: Imām Abū Dāwūd as-Sijistānī [d. 275H]
Explanation: Imām Aḥmad ibn Yaḥyā al-Najmī [1429H]
Authentication: Imām Muḥammad Nā ir al-Dīn al-Albānī [d. 1420H]
7
8
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I say: If it is obligatory to boycott the sinner—with the fact that sin is less than
innovation—then boycotting the innovator is more appropriate, because the innovator
is worse than the sinner. You find the sinner fearful of his wrongdoing [becoming
known], embarrassed at its mention, and is always concerned about repenting from it;
however, the innovator is not about to repent or feel shy about his innovation. This is
well-known. So if boycotting occurs with [the sinners], then the people of innovation
are more deserving of it.”10

10

Ibid 204-205
Author: Imām Abū Dāwūd as-Sijistānī [d. 275H]
Explanation: Imām Aḥmad ibn Yaḥyā al-Najmī [1429H]
Authentication: Imām Muḥammad Nā ir al-Dīn al-Albānī [d. 1420H]
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ِ
السن َِّة
ُّ ب ِِف لُُزوم
ٌ اَب

CHAPTER 6: ADHERENCE TO THE SUNNAH

َِّ ول
ِ
ِ ُ ِ ((أ ااَل إِِِن أُوت:ال
ِ
ِ ب اع ْن ر ُس
 اوِمثْ لاهُ ام اعهُ أ ااَل،اب
صلَّى هللاُ اعلاْي ِه او اسلَّ ام أانَّهُ قا ا
اَّلل ا
يت الْكتا ا
اع ِن الْم ْق اد ِام بْ ِن ام ْعدي اك ِر ا
ا
ِ آن فاما وج ْد ُُْت فِ ِيه ِمن ح اَل ٍل فاأ
ِ ي
ِ
ِ
 اواما او اج ْد ُُْت فِ ِيه ِم ْن،ُاحلُّوه
ُ ك ار ُج ٌل اش ْب اعا ُن اعلاى أا ِري اكتِ ِه يا ُق
ُ وش
ْ ا
ول اعلاْي ُك ْم ِبا اذا الْ ُق ْر ا ا ا
ُ
ٍ  اواَل ُكلُّ ِذي اَن،ِ أ ااَل اَل اَِيلُّ لا ُك ْم اْلْم ا ْْلِ اما ِر ْاْل ْاهلِي،ُاحر ٍام فا اح ِرُموه
َِّ ٍ ِ
ِن
َّ ب ِم ان
ُ
ا
 إَل أا ْن يا ْستا غْ ِ ا، اواَل لُاقطاةُ ُم اعاهد،السبُ ِع
ٍ
ِ
))ُ اوام ْن نا از ال بِاق ْوم فا اعلاْي ِه ْم أا ْن يا ْق ُروهُ فاِإ ْن اَلْ يا ْق ُروهُ فا لاهُ أا ْن يُ ْع ِقبا ُه ْم ِِبِثْ ِل قِ اراه،صاحبُ اها
اع ْن اها ا
[7] 4604- al-Miqdām ibn Ma'dī Karib () stated that the Prophet () said:
“Indeed, I have been given the Book and its equal along with it, yet the time will come
when a man with a full stomach will be lying on his couch saying: ‘Adhere to this
Qur’ān; what you find in it to be permissible, take it as permissible, and what you find
in it to be impermissible, take it as impermissible.’ But Lo! The domesticated donkey
is not permissible for you, nor beasts of prey with fangs. Nor is the lost property of a
Mu’āhid, unless its owner is not in need of it. If anyone comes to a people, they are
obligated to host him, but if they do not, it is his right to levy them an amount
equivalent to his being hosted.”11

َِّ عن عب ي ِد
ِ
ِ ْي أاح اد ُكم مت
َّكئًا اعلاى أا ِري اكتِ ِه
ِ ِ اع ِن الن، اع ْن أابِ ِيه،اَّلل بْ ِن أِاِب ارافِ ٍع
صلَّى هللاُ اعلاْي ِه او اسلَّ ام قا ا
ْ ا ْ ُا
َّب ا
ُ ْ  (( اَل أُلْف ا َّ ا:ال
َِّ اب
ِ ول اَل نا ْد ِري اما او اج ْد اَن ِِف كِتا
))ُاَّلل اتَّبا ْعنااه
ُ ت اع ْنهُ فا يا ُق
ُ اَيْتِ ِيه ْاْل ْام ُر ِم ْن أ ْام ِري ِِمَّا أ اام ْر
ُ ت بِ ِه أ ْاو نا اه ْي
[8] 4605- Abū Rāfi' () said: ‘The Prophet (), said: “Do not let me find one
of you reclining on his couch, and when he hears of something I have commanded or
forbidden, he says: ‘We do not know. What we found in Allāh’s Book we follow.’”12

َِّ ول
ِ
ِ شةا ر
ِ
ِ اح اد ا
َّ ض اي
س فِ ِيه
ُ ال ار ُس
 قا ا:ات
ْ  قاال،اَّللُ اع ْن اها
ْ  (( ام ْن أ:صلَّى هللاُ عالاْيه او اسلَّ ام
اَّلل ا
اع ْن اعائ ا ا
ث ِف أ ْام ِراَن اه اذا اما ل ْاي ا
ِ
ِ
))ٌّصنا اع أا ْم ًرا اعلاى غا ِْري أ ْام ِراَن فا ُه او ارد
 قا ا:يسى
فا ُه او اردٌّ)) قا ا
ُّ ِال الن
 (( ام ْن ا:صلَّى هللاُ اعلاْيه او اسلَّ ام
َّب ا
ال ابْ ُن ع ا
[9] 4606- Ai’ishah () said: The Messenger of Allāh () said: “Whoever
invents in this affair of ours that which is not from it, it is rejected.”
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In another wording, the Messenger of Allāh () said: “Whoever invents a matter
that is not from our affair, it is rejected.”13

ِ
ِِ
ِ
{واَل اعلاى
َّ اع ْب ُد
ُّ الر ْْحا ِن بْ ُن اع ْم ٍرو
 أاتا ْي ناا الْع ْراَب ا: قا ااَل، او ُح ْج ُر بْ ُن ُح ْج ٍر،السلا ِم ُّي
 او ُه او ِمَّ ْن نا از ال فيه ا،ض بْ ان اسا ِرياةا
ِِ
ِ  أاتاي نا ا: وقُ ْلناا،] فاسلَّمناا92 :اْحلُ ُكم اعلاي ِه} [التوبة
ِ الَّ ِذين إِ اذا ما أاتاو اك لِتاح ِملاهم قُل ا
ين
ْ
ْ ْ ِْ ْت اَل أاج ُد اما أ
ُْ ْ ْ ا ا
ين او اعائد ا
اك ازائ ِر ا
ا ْ ا
ٍ
َِّ ول
ِ  فا اق ا،وم ْقتابِ ِسْي
ُ صلَّى بِناا ار ُس
ً ُُثَّ أاقْبا ال اعلاْي ناا فا او اعظاناا ام ْو ِعظاة،ات يا ْوم
صلَّى هللاُ اعلاْي ِه او اسلَّ ام ذا ا
ُ ال الْع ْراَب
ا
اَّلل ا
 ا:ض
ُا
َِّ ول
ِ ْ ت ِم ْن ها الْعيو ُن وو ِجلا
ِ
َّ اَّلل اكأ
 فا اماذاا تا ْع اه ُد،ان اه ِذهِ ام ْو ِعظاةُ ُم او ِد ٍع
 اَي ار ُس ا:ال قاائِ ٌل
 فا اق ا،وب
ُ ُت م ْن اها الْ ُقل
باليغاةً ذا ارفا ْ ا ُُ ا ا
ِ  فاِإنَّه من ي ِع، وإِ ْن عب ًدا حب ِشيًّا،السم ِع والطَّاع ِة
َِّ ُوصي ُكم بِت ْقوى
ِ
ِ ال ((أ
سيا ارى
إِل ْاي ناا؟ فا اق ا
ْ ُاْ ا
اَّلل او َّ ْ ا ا ا ا ْ ا ا
ْ ا ا
ش م ْن ُك ْم با ْعدي فا ا
ِ َّ اْلُلا اف ِاء الْم ْه ِديِْي
ِ ضوا اعلاي ها َِبلنَّو
ِ
ِ
ِ َّ  َتاا،اش ِدين
ِ
 اوإِ ََّي ُك ْم،اج ِذ
ْ سن َِّت او ُسن َِّة
ا ا
الر ا
س ُكوا ِباا او اع ُّ ْ ا ا
ً ا ْخت اَلفًا اكث
ُ  فا اعلاْي ُك ْم ب،ريا
ِ و ُُْم اد اَث
))ٌض اَللاة
 اوُك َّل بِ ْد اع ٍة ا،ٌ فاِإ َّن ُك َّل ُُمْ ادثاٍة بِ ْد اعة،ت ْاْل ُُموِر
ا
[10] 4607- ‘Abd al-Raḥmān ibn ‘Amr as-Sulamī and Ḥujr ibn Ḥujr () related: “We
came to ‘Irbād ibn Sāriyah (), who was among those concerning whom the verse was
revealed: “Nor (is there blame) on those who come to you to be provided with
mounts, when you said: “I can find no mounts for you” (al-Tawbah 9:92). We greeted
him and said: ‘We have come to visit you to obtain benefit from you.’ al-’Irbād said: ‘One
day the Messenger of Allāh () led us in prayer, then faced us and gave us a profound
exhortation, at which the eyes were tearful, and the hearts were fearful. A man said: ‘O
Messenger of Allāh, it is as if this is a farewell sermon, so what do you advise us with?’ He
said: ‘I enjoin you to fear Allāh, and to hear and obey, even if it be an Abyssinian slave, for
indeed those of you who live after me will see great disagreement. So adhere to my Sunnah,
and that of the rightly-guided successors [after me]. Cling to it with your molar teeth, and
beware of newly invented matters, for every newly invented matter is an innovation, and
every innovation is astray.’”14

ِ ِ
ِ
ٍ اَّلل ب ِن مسع
ٍ ث م َّر
))ات
ِ ِ اع ِن الن،ود
صلَّى هللاُ اعلاْي ِه او اسلَّ ام قا ا
 ((أ ااَل اهلا ا:ال
َّب ا
ُ ْ اع ْن اع ْبد َّ ْ ا
ك ال ُْمتا ناط ُعو ان ثااَل ا ا
[11] 4608- On the authority of Ibn Mas’ūd who said: Thrice, the Messenger of Allāh
() said: “May the extremists perish.”15
 Al-Muḥaddith Aḥmad al-Najmī said: “What is intended by his statement (…its equal
along with it) is the Sunnah. For the Sunnah is Revelation, just as the Qur’ān is Revelation;
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and just as it is obligatory upon us to adhere to the Qur’ān, it is compulsory to adhere to
the Sunnah. Therefore, the Messenger of Allāh () stated this to censure those who
would come later stating, “We will adhere to the Qur’ān and leave the Sunnah…and the
first of those to do this were the Khawārij, those who recited the Qur’ān but abandoned
the Sunnah.”16
 Regarding the statement of the Messenger of Allāh () (Cling to it with your
molar teeth), he states: “This is from the strongest of encouragements to adhere to the
Sunnah, to believe in it, to follow it, and to abandon newly invented matters.”17

Al-Najmī, Fatḥ al-Raḥīm al-Wadūd (Dar al-Minhaj 1435 H/2014), 70
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