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Selected Chapters from Kitab al-Sunnah

(The Book of the Sunnah) Sunan Abt Dawiid
Prepared by Aba al-Hasan Malik al-Akhdar

Biographical Sketch of Imam Abt Dawiid al-Sijistant (&)

HE IS THE NOBLE Imam, Sulayman b. al-’Ash'ath as-Sijistani ({iiz5), commonly referred to

by his kunyah Abit Dawiid. He was born in the year 202H in Sijistan (now eastern Iran).

He began seeking knowledge at an early age, becoming a student of hadith before turning
eighteen. Afterward, he began to travel in the path of knowledge. In the year 220H, he went
to ‘Iraq. Thereafter, Abii Ahmad (the leader) requested that Abii Dawiid move to al-Basrah; so
he settled there as a resident and student. He heard [narrations] from Musa b. Isma’il, al-Walid,
et al. Then, in the year 221H, he went to Kiifa and heard from al-Hasan b. Rab1” as well as Ibn
Yinus: two of the greater teachers of Imam Muslim. Frequently visiting Baghdad, he would
sit at the feet Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (47%5) and hear narrations from him. He related his book
al-Sunan there, and Imam Ahmad would praise it. Around 222H, he entered Makkah and
benefited from ‘Abd Allah, who was from the narrators of Imam Malik’s Muwatta. He also took
knowledge from Hisham Ibn ‘Ammar, who was from the teachers of al-Bukhari. Later, he
traveled to Misr and benefitted from Ahmad b. Salih, the head of the scholars of hadith in Misr.
His last travel was in 271H to Baghdad, before returning to Basrah. This great Imam, who
Masa b. Harun said “was created for hadith,” died in the year 275H. May Allah grant him the
highest reaches of Paradise.
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Map of Abii Dawud’s travels in seeking knowledge

Author: Imam Abi Dawiid as-Sijistani [d. 275H]
Explanation: Imam Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Najmi [1429H]
Authentication: Imam Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani [d. 1420H]
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[1] 4596 - Abi Hurayrah (izgis) stated that the Messenger of Allah said: “The Jews split
into seventy-one or seventy two sects; and the Christians split into seventy-one or
seventy-two sects; and my U, » . will split into seventy-three sects.”
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[2] 4597 - Mu'awiyyah b. Abii Sufyan (iz4is) said: Indeed Allah’s Messenger stood up among
us and said: “Certainly, before you the People of the Book split into seventy-two sects, and
indeed this U, » .. will split into seventy-three sects; seventy-two in the Hell-fire, and one in
the Paradise, and it is the Jama’ah.” And its narrators Ibn Yahya and ‘Amr added his statement:
“Indeed, there will come from my U, » .1 a people who desires will flow through them like
rabies through its victim.” ‘Amr said: “Rabies (will flow through) its victim, and there will not

remain a vein except that it will enter it.”

"siayin al-Albani (&14z5) has graded this narration . s.. s. hih.

* Regarding the meaning of this narration, Ibn Athir ({iz5) says that rabies is a “disease which afflicts a
person who has been bitten by a rabid dog, and is affected by an insane like state. [The dog] does not
bite anyone except that he becomes rabid and is afflicted with terrible symptoms and is unable to drink
water until dying from thirst.” See .:- Nihayah fi Gharib al- Hadith (4/195).

Imam al-Shatib1 (£4z5) says: “In this narration he (i.e. the Prophet) informed of what would take place
in his Un w .1 from desires, dividing it into seventy-three sects, and there would appear among them a
group whose hearts would be infected by these desires until it would become nearly impossible to
abandon them and repent from them, similar to the way rabies infects the rabid [dog]. Thus, there does
not remain a body part except that it is infected with this disease and it is that which flows [through the
bloodstream] and is incurable. Likewise, if they (i.e. the desires) enter and fill the heart of the person of
desires, no exhortation or evidence will remedy him, and he will not take heed to those who are at
variance with him.” See .- i.isam (2/778).

Author: Imam Abi Dawiid as-Sijistani [d. 275H]

Explanation: Ima, Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Najmi [1429H]
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< . w.hdd. Ahmad al-Najmi (&iz) said: (A people will appear frommy v . . ..
who these desires will flow through them like rabies through a rabid dog. There
will not remain a [bodily] canal or joint except that it will enter it) This is a
reality, for certainly you see that many of the people of desires do not submit to the
truth and do not return to it after becoming aware of it; similar to the mad dog that is
infected with rabies. Rabies is a disease which afflicts a dog, and if it is infected with it,
the disease does not subside; instead, the dog goes mad like an insane person. It does
not drink water and tries to bite anyone it comes across. We ask Allah for His Pardon.™

P Al-Najmi, F. . /.. R him ... Wadiid (Dar al-Minhaj 1435 H/2014), 53
Author: Imam Abi Dawiid as-Sijistani [d. 275H]
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CHAPTER 3: HATRED AND AVOIDANCE
OF THE PEOPLE OF DESIRES
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[3] 4599 - On the authority of Abii Dharr (:z4is), the Messenger of Allah (jzsukafie) said:
“The best of actions is love for the Sake of Allah and hatred for the Sake of Allah.”
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[4] 4600 - Ka’b ibn Malik (:z4is) ...mentioned the story of his remaining behind from the
Prophet (Jus.kdfie) during the Tabuk expedition, he said: “The Prophet (Jz.kiz) forbade
the Muslims from speaking to [the three of] us, until I scaled the wall of my cousin, Abi
Qatadah, and gave him salams, and by Allah, he did not return the salams. . .he then narrates

the story of the revelation concerning his repentance.”

% A . hss  Ahmad al-Najmi said: “Hatred and avoidance of the people of desires is
from the definitive matters of the Religion; so from the foundations of the Religion is
loving and hating for the Sake of Allah, and displaying fealty and enmity for His Sake.
A worshipper will not attain completeness of faith except with this, so if the servant
loves and hates for the Sake of Allah, displays fealty and enmity, and gives and
withholds for His Sake, then this one has achieved the completeness of = Ima .

J— == =) —
4 . al-Alban has graded this narration da’if (weak).
5. al-Albani has graded this narration s hik (authentic)

®Al-Najmi » /& him al Wadiid (Dar al-Minhaj 1435 H/2014), 59
Author: Imam Abi Dawiid as-Sijistani [d. 275H]
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CHAPTER 4: LEAVING OFF SALAMS (SALUTATIONS)
UPON THE PEOPLE OF DESIRES
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[5] 4601- On the authority of ‘Ammar ibn Yasir (zgiss) who said: “I returned to my family
when my hands had cracked (from the cold and usage of water), so they placed saffron on
them. I went to the Prophet (i5.£4) in the morning and gave him salams. However, he
did not return them, and said: ‘Go and wash that oft.””’
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[6] 4602 - *A’ishah (gegizs) narrated that the camel of Safiyyah bint Huyayy (¢gizs) became
sick, and Zaynab (gzdiz;) had an extra riding animal, so the Messenger of Allah (is.sie)
said to Zaynab, ‘Give her a camel.” She (i.e. Zaynab) said, ‘Should I give one to that Jewess?’

So the Messenger of Allah (i) became angry and boycotted her the months of Dhii
Hjj , . hr ,andpartof$S /.

% a4 . h.. Ahmadal-Najmi said: “What is intended by desires here is innovation.”

% The was asked: “In the chapters ‘Hatred and Avoidance of the People of Desires
and Leaving off Salutations upon Them,’ the narrations concern sin (disobedience), so
how did the author (i.e. Abi Dawud) arrive at the ruling found in the chapter heading
from the hadi .?”
The answered: “In reality, this is a very important question. The Prophet
({ssukedifle) did not return the sala . to ‘Ammar b. Yasir (iz4di) due to the fact he was
wearing saffron, as he did not return the salams of the man who was wearing a gold
ring, nor upon the delegation that was wearing silk and gold rings, and these are sins.
Also, the Prophet ({s:&4{lz) boycotted Zaynab bint al-Jahsh, and these were sins. So,

how are [these narrations] applied to boycotting the people of innovation?

7

al-Albani has graded this narration / .

al-Albant has graded this narration da’yy (weak).

SAl-Najmi. h . himal Wadid (Dar al-Minhaj 1435 H/2014), 64
Author: Imam Abi Dawiid as-Sijistani [d. 275H]

Explanation: Ima  Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Najmi [1429H]
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I say: If it is obligatory to boycott the sinner—with the fact that sin is less than
innovation—then boycotting the innovator is more appropriate, because the innovator
is worse than the sinner. You find the sinner fearful of his wrongdoing [becoming
known], embarrassed at its mention, and is always concerned about repenting from it;
however, the innovator is not about to repent or feel shy about his innovation. This is
well-known. So if boycotting occurs with [the sinners], then the people of innovation

are more deserving of it.”"”

19Tbid 204-205
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[7] 4604- al-Miqdam ibn Ma'di Karib (:e4is) stated that the Prophet (isuife) said:
“Indeed, I have been given the Book and its equal along with it, yet the time will come
when a man with a full stomach will be lying on his couch saying: ‘Adhere to this
Qur’an; what you find in it to be permissible, take it as permissible, and what you find
in it to be impermissible, take it as impermissible.” But Lo! The domesticated donkey
is not permissible for you, nor beasts of prey with fangs. Nor is the lost property of a
Muw’a , unless its owner is not in need of it. If anyone comes to a people, they are
obligated to host him, but if they do not, it is his right to levy them an amount

equivalent to his being hosted.”"

Syl b (55 ST 1) 4"3«@ ”“w@m R e
((am\qu NETRRT; Jjwu« & 3

2%
o

[8] 4605- Abii Rafi' (xzgiss) said: “The Prophet (1), said: “Do not let me find one
of you reclining on his couch, and when he hears of something I have commanded or
forbidden, he says: “We do not know. What we found in Allah’s Book we follow.”"
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[9] 4606~ Aiishah (gzdis;) said: The Messenger of Allah (isa&ifie) said: “Whoever
invents in this affair of ours that which is not from it, it is rejected.”

u al-Albani has graded this narration s hih (authentic)

al-Albani has graded this narration s /il (authentic)
Author: Imam Abi Dawiid as-Sijistani [d. 275H]

Explanation: Ima  Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Najmi [1429H]
Authentication: Imam Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani [d. 1420H]
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In another wording, the Messenger of Allah ({z.kdfie) said: “Whoever invents a matter

that is not from our affair, it is rejected.””
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[10] 4607- ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Amr as-Sulami and Hujr ibn Hujr (sczs) related: “We
came to ‘Irbad ibn Sariyah (z2gi), who was among those concerning whom the verse was
revealed: “Nor (is there blame) on those who come to you to be provided with
mounts, when you said: “I can find no mounts foryou” ( T . b 9:92). We greeted
him and said: “We have come to visit you to obtain benefit from you.” al-’Irbad said: ‘One
day the Messenger of Allah (s.&4(e) led us in prayer, then faced us and gave us a profound
exhortation, at which the eyes were tearful, and the hearts were fearful. A man said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah, it is as if this is a farewell sermon, so what do you advise us with?” He
said: ‘I enjoin you to fear Allah, and to hear and obey, even if it be an Abyssinian slave, for
indeed those of you who live after me will see great disagreement. So adhere to my

and that of the rightly-guided successors [after me]. Cling to it with your molar teeth, and
beware of newly invented matters, for every newly invented matter is an innovation, and
every innovation is astray.”"*
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[11] 4608- On the authority of Ibn Mas’id who said: Thrice, the Messenger of Allah

»15

(ki) said: “May the extremists perish.

*.

. h Ahmad al-Najm1 said: “What is intended by his statement (...its equal
along with it) is the . For the is Revelation, just as the Qur'an is Revelation;

13 al-Albani has graded this narration s hih (authentic)

al-Albani has graded this narration s hih (authentic)
al-Albani has graded this narration s /il (authentic)
Author: Imam Abi Dawiid as-Sijistani [d. 275H]

Explanation: Ima  Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Najmi [1429H]
Authentication: Imam Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani [d. 1420H]
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and just as it is obligatory upon us to adhere to the Qur’an, it is compulsory to adhere to

the . Therefore, the Messenger of Allah (Js.ké{e) stated this to censure those who
would come later stating, “We will adhere to the Qur’an and leave the ...and the

first of those to do this were the Khawa. ;, those who recited the Qur'an but abandoned
the 1o

< Regarding the statement of the Messenger of Allah (iz.4e) (Cling to it with your
molar teeth), he states: “This is from the strongest of encouragements to adhere to the

, to believe in it, to follow it, and to abandon newly invented matters.”"”

e

® Al-Najmi = h him al Wadiid (Dar al-Minhaj 1435 H/2014), 70
17 Ibid 75
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