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Selected Chapters from Kitāb al-Sunnah  
(The Book of the Sunnah) Sunan Abū Dāwūd 

Prepared by Abū al-Ḥasan Mālik al-Akhḍar 

 

Biographical Sketch of Imām Abū Dāwūd al-Sijistānī () 

E IS THE NOBLE Imām, Sulaymān b. al-’Ash'ath as-Sijistānī (), commonly referred to 

by his kunyah Abū Dāwūd. He was born in the year 202H in Sijistān (now eastern Iran). 

He began seeking knowledge at an early age, becoming a student of ḥadīth before turning 

eighteen. Afterward, he began to travel in the path of knowledge. In the year 220H, he went 

to ‘Irāq. Thereafter, Abū Aḥmad (the leader) requested that Abū Dāwūd move to al-Baṣrah; so 

he settled there as a resident and student. He heard [narrations] from Musa b. Ismā’īl, al-Walīd, 

et al. Then, in the year 221H, he went to Kūfā and heard from al-Ḥasan b. Rabī’ as well as Ibn 

Yūnus: two of the greater teachers of Imām Muslim. Frequently visiting Baghdād, he would 

sit at the feet Imām Aḥmad b. Ḥanbal () and hear narrations from him. He related his book 

al-Sunan there, and Imām Aḥmad would praise it. Around 222H, he entered Makkah and 

benefited from ‘Abd Allāh, who was from the narrators of Imām Mālik’s Muwaṭṭā. He also took 

knowledge from Hishām Ibn ‘Ammār, who was from the teachers of al-Bukhārī. Later, he 

traveled to Mi r and benefitted from Aḥmad b. Sāliḥ, the head of the scholars of ḥadīth in Mi r. 

His last travel was in 271H to Baghdād, before returning to Baṣrah. This great Imām, who 

Mūsa b. Hārun said “was created for ḥadīth,” died in the year 275H. May Allāh grant him the 

highest reaches of Paradise.  

 
Map of Abū Dāwud’s travels in seeking knowledge 
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

بُ شارْحِ السُّنَّةِ   بَا
CHAPTER 1: SHARḤ AL-SUNNAH 

 

: قاالا راسُولُ اللََِّّ صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ واسالَّما:  عن ت ايِْْ واسابْعِيْا فِرْقاةً،  افْ ت اراقاتِ ))أابِ هُرايْ راةا، قاالا الْي اهُودُ عالاى إِحْداى أاوْ ثنِ ْ
ت ايِْْ واسابْعِيْا فِرْقاةً، وات افْتَاِقُ أُمَّتِ  ثٍ واسابْعِيْا فِرْقاةً  وات افارَّقاتِ النَّصااراى عالاى إِحْداى أاوْ ثنِ ْ ((عالاى ثالَا  

 
[1] 4596 - Abū Hurayrah () stated that the Messenger of Allāh said: “The Jews split 
into seventy-one or seventy-two sects; and the Christians split into seventy-one or 
seventy-two sects; and my Ummah will split into seventy-three sects.”1 
 

: أالَا إِنَّ راسُولا اللََِّّ صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ واسالَّ  : عانْ مُعااوِياةا بْنِ أابِ سُفْياانا، أانَّهُ قااما فِيناا ف اقاالا لاكُمْ "ما قااما فِيناا ف اقاالا أالَا إِنَّ مانْ ق اب ْ
ت ايِْْ واسابْعِيْا مِلَّةً، واإِنَّ هاذِهِ الْمِلَّةا سات افْ مِنْ أاهْلِ الْكِتاابِ افْ ت اراقُوا  عُونا فِ النَّارِ، عالاى ثنِ ْ تاانِ واساب ْ ثٍ واسابْعِيْا: ثنِ ْ تَاِقُ عالاى ثالَا

ةٌ فِ الْاْنَّةِ، واهِيا الْاْمااعاةُ  ، واعامْرٌو فِ حادِيث ايْهِماا» "واوااحِدا خْرُجُ مِنْ أمَُّتِ أاقْ واامٌ تَاااراى بِِِمْ تلِْكا واإِنَّهُ سايا "« زاادا ابْنُ يَاْيَا
لْبُ لِصااحِبِهِ " واقاالا عامْرٌو:  قاى مِنْهُ عِرْقٌ والَا مافْصِلٌ إِلََّ داخالاهُ »الْْاهْوااءُ، كاماا ي اتاجااراى الْكا «الْكالْبُ بِصااحِبِهِ لَا ي اب ْ  

 

[2] 4597 - Mu’āwiyyah b. Abū Sufyān () said: Indeed Allāh’s Messenger stood up among 
us and said: “Certainly, before you the People of the Book split into seventy-two sects, and 
indeed this Ummah will split into seventy-three sects; seventy-two in the Hell-fire, and one in 
the Paradise, and it is the Jamā’ah.” And its narrators Ibn Yaḥyā and ‘Amr added his statement: 
“Indeed, there will come from my Ummah a people who desires will flow through them like 
rabies through its victim.” ‘Amr said: “Rabies (will flow through) its victim, and there will not 
remain a vein except that it will enter it.”2 
 

                                                           
1 Shaykh al-Albānī () has graded this narration ḥasan aḥīḥ. 
2 Regarding the meaning of this narration, Ibn Athīr () says that rabies is a “disease which afflicts a 
person who has been bitten by a rabid dog, and is affected by an insane like state. [The dog] does not 
bite anyone except that he becomes rabid and is afflicted with terrible symptoms and is unable to drink 
water until dying from thirst.” See al-Nihāyah fī Gharīb al-Ḥadīth (4/195). 
Imām al-Shāṭibī () says: “In this narration he (i.e. the Prophet) informed of what would take place 
in his Ummah from desires, dividing it into seventy-three sects, and there would appear among them a 
group whose hearts would be infected by these desires until it would become nearly impossible to 
abandon them and repent from them, similar to the way rabies infects the rabid [dog]. Thus, there does 
not remain a body part except that it is infected with this disease and it is that which flows [through the 
bloodstream] and is incurable. Likewise, if they (i.e. the desires) enter and fill the heart of the person of 
desires, no exhortation or evidence will remedy him, and he will not take heed to those who are at 
variance with him.” See al-'Iti ām (2/778). 
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 al-Muḥaddith Aḥmad al-Najmī () said: (A people will appear from my Ummah 
who these desires will flow through them like rabies through a rabid dog. There 
will not remain a [bodily] canal or joint except that it will enter it) This is a 
reality, for certainly you see that many of the people of desires do not submit to the 
truth and do not return to it after becoming aware of it; similar to the mad dog that is 
infected with rabies. Rabies is a disease which afflicts a dog, and if it is infected with it, 
the disease does not subside; instead, the dog goes mad like an insane person. It does 
not drink water and tries to bite anyone it comes across. We ask Allāh for His Pardon.”3 

 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
3 Al-Najmī, Fatḥ al-Raḥīm al-Wadūd (Dar al-Minhaj 1435 H/2014), 53 
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بُ مُُاان اباةِ أاهْلِ الْْاهْوااءِ وابُ غْضِهِمْ   بَا
CHAPTER 3: HATRED AND AVOIDANCE  

OF THE PEOPLE OF DESIRES 
 

: قاالا راسُولُ اللََِّّ صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ واسالَّما:  ، واالْبُ غْضُ فِ اللََِّّ ))عانْ أابِ ذارٍ ، قاالا ((أافْضالُ الْْاعْماالِ الُْْبُّ فِ اللََِّّ  
 

[3] 4599 - On the authority of Abū Dharr (), the Messenger of Allāh () said: 
“The best of actions is love for the Sake of Allāh and hatred for the Sake of Allāh.”4 
 

عْبِ بْنِ ماا : أاخْب ارانِ عابْدُ الرَّحْْانِ بْنُ عابْدِ اللََِّّ بْنِ كاعْبِ بْنِ ماالِكٍ، أانَّ عابْدا اللََِّّ بْنا كا لِكٍ، واكاانا، قاائدِا كاعْبٍ مِنْ بانِيهِ قاالا
: ساِ  نُ السَّرْحِ، قِصَّةا تَاالُّفِهِ عانِ النَّبِِ  صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ واسالَّما فِ غازْواةِ ت ابُوكا واذاكارا ابْ  -عْتُ كاعْبا بْنا ماالِكٍ، حِيْا عامِيا قاالا

-  : مِناا أاي ُّهاا الثَّلَا »قاالا ارا وان اهاى راسُولُ اللََِّّ صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ واسالَّما الْمُسْلِمِيْا عانْ كالَا ثاةا، حاتََّّ إِذاا طاالا عالايَّ تاساوَّرْتُ جِدا
ب ا  ما، ثَُّ سااقا خا «را ت انْزيِلِ ت اوْباتِهِ حاائِطِ أابِ ق اتااداةا، واهُوا ابْنُ عامِ ي، فاسالَّمْتُ عالايْهِ، ف اوااللََِّّ ماا رادَّ عالايَّ السَّلَا  

 
[4] 4600 - Ka’b ibn Mālik () …mentioned the story of his remaining behind from the 
Prophet () during the Tabūk expedition, he said: “The Prophet () forbade 
the Muslims from speaking to [the three of] us, until I scaled the wall of my cousin, Abū 
Qatādah, and gave him salāms, and by Allāh, he did not return the salāms…he then narrates 
the story of the revelation concerning his repentance.”5  

 
 Al-Muḥaddith Aḥmad al-Najmī said: “Hatred and avoidance of the people of desires is 

from the definitive matters of the Religion; so from the foundations of the Religion is 
loving and hating for the Sake of Allāh, and displaying fealty and enmity for His Sake. 
A worshipper will not attain completeness of faith except with this, so if the servant 
loves and hates for the Sake of Allāh, displays fealty and enmity, and gives and 
withholds for His Sake, then this one has achieved the completeness of al-Imān.”6 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 Shaykh al-Albānī has graded this narration da’īf (weak). 
5 Shaykh al-Albān  has graded this narration aḥīḥ (authentic) 
6 Al-Najmī, Fatḥ al-Raḥīm al-Wadūd (Dar al-Minhaj 1435 H/2014), 59 
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مِ عالاى أاهْلِ الْْاهْوااءِ  بُ ت ارْكِ السَّلَا  بَا
CHAPTER 4: LEAVING OFF SALĀMS (SALUTATIONS) 

UPON THE PEOPLE OF DESIRES 

 

: قادِمْتُ عالاى أاهْلِي واقادْ تاشاقَّقاتْ ياداايا، فاخالَّقُونِ بِزاعْفاراانٍ، ف اغاداوْتُ  سِرٍ، قاالا عالاى النَّبِِ  صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ  عانْ عامَّارِ بْنِ يَا
((اذْهابْ فااغْسِلْ هاذاا عانْكا )): هِ، ف الامْ ي ارُدَّ عالايَّ، واقاالا واسالَّما، فاسالَّمْتُ عالايْ   

[5] 4601- On the authority of ‘Ammār ibn Yāsir () who said: “I returned to my family 

when my hands had cracked (from the cold and usage of water), so they placed saffron on 

them. I went to the Prophet () in the morning and gave him salāms. However, he 

did not return them, and said: ‘Go and wash that off.’”7 

، واعِنْدا زايْ نابا فاضْلُ ظاهْرٍ ف ا  هاا، أانَّهُ اعْتالَّ باعِيٌر لِصافِيَّةا بنِْتِ حُيايٍ  ُ عان ْ قاالا راسُولُ اللََِّّ صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ عانْ عاائِشاةا راضِيا اللََّّ
 : ف اغاضِبا راسُولُ اللََِّّ صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ واسالَّما ف اهاجاراهاا ))يَّةا؟ ف اقاالاتْ: أانَا أُعْطِي تلِْكا الْي اهُودِ « أاعْطِيهاا باعِيراً»واسالَّما: لِزايْ نابا

((ذاا الِْْجَّةِ واالْمُحارَّما واب اعْضا صافارٍ   

[6] 4602 - ‘Ā’ishah () narrated that the camel of Safiyyah bint Huyayy ()became 
sick, and Zaynab () had an extra riding animal, so the Messenger of Allāh () 

said to Zaynab, ‘Give her a camel.’ She (i.e. Zaynab) said, ‘Should I give one to that Jewess?’ 
So the Messenger of Allāh () became angry and boycotted her the months of Dhū 
al-Ḥijjah, al-Muḥarram, and part of Ṣafr.”8 
 

 Al-Muḥaddith Aḥmad al-Najmī said: “What is intended by desires here is innovation.”9 

 The Shaykh was asked: “In the chapters ‘Hatred and Avoidance of the People of Desires 

and Leaving off Salutations upon Them,’ the narrations concern sin (disobedience), so 

how did the author (i.e. Abū Dāwud) arrive at the ruling found in the chapter heading 

from the ḥadīths?” 

The Shaykh answered: “In reality, this is a very important question. The Prophet 

() did not return the salāms to ‘Ammār b. Yāsir () due to the fact he was 

wearing saffron, as he did not return the salāms of the man who was wearing a gold 

ring, nor upon the delegation that was wearing silk and gold rings, and these are sins. 

Also, the Prophet () boycotted Zaynab bint al-Jahsh, and these were sins. So, 

how are [these narrations] applied to boycotting the people of innovation?   

                                                           
7 Shaykh al-Albānī has graded this narration ḥasan. 
8 Shaykh al-Albānī has graded this narration da’īf (weak). 
9 Al-Najmī, Fatḥ al-Raḥīm al-Wadūd (Dar al-Minhaj 1435 H/2014), 64 
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I say: If it is obligatory to boycott the sinner—with the fact that sin is less than 

innovation—then boycotting the innovator is more appropriate, because the innovator 

is worse than the sinner. You find the sinner fearful of his wrongdoing [becoming 

known], embarrassed at its mention, and is always concerned about repenting from it; 

however, the innovator is not about to repent or feel shy about his innovation. This is 

well-known. So if boycotting occurs with [the sinners], then the people of innovation 

are more deserving of it.”10 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
10 Ibid 204-205 
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بٌ فِ لُزُومِ السُّنَّةِ   بَا
CHAPTER 6: ADHERENCE TO THE SUNNAH 

 

 : امِ بْنِ ماعْدِي كارِبا عانْ راسُولِ اللََِّّ صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ واسالَّما أانَّهُ قاالا ، وامِثْ لاهُ ماعاهُ أالَا ))عانِ الْمِقْدا أالَا إِنِ ِ أُوتيِتُ الْكِتاابا
ا الْقُرْآنِ فاماا واجا  تِهِ ي اقُولُ عالايْكُمْ بِِاذا عاانُ عالاى أاريِكا لٍ فاأاحِلُّوهُ، واماا واجادْتُُْ فِ يوُشِكُ راجُلٌ شاب ْ يهِ مِنْ دْتُُْ فِيهِ مِنْ حالَا

بٍ مِنا السَّبُعِ، والَا لُ  ، والَا كُلُّ ذِي نَا لُّ لاكُمْ لْامُْ الِْْماارِ الْْاهْلِيِ  قاطاةُ مُعااهِدٍ، إِلََّ أانْ ياسْت اغْنِِا حاراامٍ فاحار مُِوهُ، أالَا لَا يَاِ
هاا صااحِبُ هاا، ْ ي اقْرُوهُ ف الاهُ أانْ يُ عْقِب اهُمْ بِثِْلِ قِرااهُ  عان ْ ((وامانْ ن ازالا بقِاوْمٍ ف اعالايْهِمْ أانْ ي اقْرُوهُ فاإِنْ لَا  

 

[7] 4604- al-Miqdām ibn Ma'dī Karib () stated that the Prophet () said: 

“Indeed, I have been given the Book and its equal along with it, yet the time will come 

when a man with a full stomach will be lying on his couch saying: ‘Adhere to this 

Qur’ān; what you find in it to be permissible, take it as permissible, and what you find 

in it to be impermissible, take it as impermissible.’ But Lo! The domesticated donkey 

is not permissible for you, nor beasts of prey with fangs. Nor is the lost property of a 

Mu’āhid, unless its owner is not in need of it. If anyone comes to a people, they are 

obligated to host him, but if they do not, it is his right to levy them an amount 

equivalent to his being hosted.”11 

 

 : َّ أاحاداكُمْ مُتَّكِئًا عالاى أاريِكاتِ ))عانْ عُب ايْدِ اللََِّّ بْنِ أابِ راافِعٍ، عانْ أابيِهِ، عانِ النَّبِِ  صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ واسالَّما قاالا هِ لَا ألُْفِيْا
تيِهِ الْْامْرُ مِنْ أامْرِي مَِّا أامارْتُ بِهِ أاوْ ن اهايْتُ عانْهُ ف اي اقُولُ لَا نادْرِي ماا واجادْنَا فِ كِتاابِ اللََِّّ  (( ات َّب اعْنااهُ يَاْ  

 
[8] 4605- Abū Rāfi' () said: ‘The Prophet (), said: “Do not let me find one 

of you reclining on his couch, and when he hears of something I have commanded or 

forbidden, he says: ‘We do not know. What we found in Allāh’s Book we follow.’”12  
 

هاا، قاالاتْ: قاالا راسُولُ اللََِّّ صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ واسالَّما:  ُ عان ْ ا ماا لايْسا فِيهِ ))عانْ عاائِشاةا راضِيا اللََّّ مانْ أاحْداثا فِ أامْرنَا هاذا
((مْرًا عالاى غايْرِ أامْرنَا ف اهُوا رادٌّ مانْ صاناعا أا ))قاالا ابْنُ عِيساى: قاالا النَّبُِّ صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ واسالَّما:  ((ف اهُوا رادٌّ  

 
[9] 4606- Ai’ishah () said: The Messenger of Allāh () said: “Whoever 

invents in this affair of ours that which is not from it, it is rejected.”  

                                                           
11 Shaykh al-Albān  has graded this narration aḥīḥ (authentic) 
12 Shaykh al-Albān  has graded this narration aḥīḥ (authentic) 
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In another wording, the Messenger of Allāh () said: “Whoever invents a matter 

that is not from our affair, it is rejected.”13 
 

ناا الْعِرْبَاضا بْنا سااريِاةا، واهُوا مَِّ  : أات اي ْ لا فِيهِ }والَا عالاى نْ ن ازا عابْدُ الرَّحْْانِ بْنُ عامْرٍو السُّلامِيُّ، واحُجْرُ بْنُ حُجْرٍ، قاالَا
لُكُمْ عالايْهِ{ ]التوبة:  الَّذِينا  نااكا زاائرِيِنا واعاائدِِينا [ فاسالَّمْناا، واقُ لْ 92إِذاا ماا أات اوْكا لتِاحْمِلاهُمْ قُ لْتا لَا أاجِدُ ماا أاحِْْ ناا: أات اي ْ

ضُ: صالَّى بنِاا راسُولُ اللََِّّ صالَّى اللهُ عالايْهِ واسالَّما ذا  ناا ف اواعاظاناا ماوْعِظاةً وامُقْتابِسِيْا، ف اقاالا الْعِرْبَا اتا ي اوْمٍ، ثَُّ أاقْ بالا عالاي ْ
هاا الْقُلُوبُ، ف اقاالا قاائِلٌ: يَا راسُولا اللََِّّ كاأانَّ هاذِهِ ماوْ  هاا الْعُيُونُ واواجِلاتْ مِن ْ عِظاةُ مُواد عٍِ، فامااذاا ت اعْهادُ بالِيغاةً ذارافاتْ مِن ْ

ناا؟ ف اقاالا  قْواى اللََِّّ واالسَّمْعِ واالطَّاعاةِ، واإِنْ عابْدًا حاباشِيًّا، فاإِنَّهُ مانْ ياعِشْ مِنْكُمْ ب اعْدِي فاساي اراى أُوصِيكُمْ بتِ ا ))إِلاي ْ
فاً كاثِيراً، ف اعالايْكُمْ بِسُنَّتِ واسُنَّةِ الْْلُافااءِ الْماهْدِيِ يْا الرَّاشِدِينا، تَااسَّكُوا بِِاا واعاضُّ  هاا بَِ اخْتِلَا كُمْ وا عالاي ْ لن َّوااجِذِ، واإِيََّ

ثاةٍ بِدْعاةٌ، واكُلَّ  تِ الُْْمُورِ، فاإِنَّ كُلَّ مُُْدا لاةٌ وامُُْداثَا ((بِدْعاةٍ ضالَا  
 

[10] 4607- ‘Abd al-Raḥmān ibn ‘Amr as-Sulamī and Ḥujr ibn Ḥujr () related: “We 
came to ‘Irbād ibn Sāriyah (), who was among those concerning whom the verse was 
revealed: “Nor (is there blame) on those who come to you to be provided with 
mounts, when you said: “I can find no mounts for you” (al-Tawbah 9:92). We greeted 
him and said: ‘We have come to visit you to obtain benefit from you.’ al-’Irbād said: ‘One 
day the Messenger of Allāh () led us in prayer, then faced us and gave us a profound 
exhortation, at which the eyes were tearful, and the hearts were fearful. A man said: ‘O 
Messenger of Allāh, it is as if this is a farewell sermon, so what do you advise us with?’ He 
said: ‘I enjoin you to fear Allāh, and to hear and obey, even if it be an Abyssinian slave, for 
indeed those of you who live after me will see great disagreement. So adhere to my Sunnah, 
and that of the rightly-guided successors [after me]. Cling to it with your molar teeth, and 
beware of newly invented matters, for every newly invented matter is an innovation, and 
every innovation is astray.’”14

 

: عانْ عابْدِ اللََِّّ بْنِ ماسْعُودٍ، عانِ النَّبِِ  صالَّ  ثا مارَّاتٍ ))ى اللهُ عالايْهِ واسالَّما قاالا ((أالَا هالاكا الْمُت اناطِ عُونا ثالَا  
 

[11] 4608- On the authority of Ibn Mas’ūd who said: Thrice, the Messenger of Allāh 

() said: “May the extremists perish.”15 
 

 Al-Muḥaddith Aḥmad al-Najmī said: “What is intended by his statement (…its equal 
along with it) is the Sunnah. For the Sunnah is Revelation, just as the Qur’ān is Revelation; 

                                                           
13 Shaykh al-Albān  has graded this narration aḥīḥ (authentic) 
14 Shaykh al-Albān  has graded this narration aḥīḥ (authentic) 
15 Shaykh al-Albān  has graded this narration aḥīḥ (authentic) 
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and just as it is obligatory upon us to adhere to the Qur’ān, it is compulsory to adhere to 

the Sunnah. Therefore, the Messenger of Allāh () stated this to censure those who 

would come later stating, “We will adhere to the Qur’ān and leave the Sunnah…and the 

first of those to do this were the Khawārij, those who recited the Qur’ān but abandoned 

the Sunnah.”16 

 Regarding the statement of the Messenger of Allāh () (Cling to it with your 
molar teeth), he states: “This is from the strongest of encouragements to adhere to the 

Sunnah, to believe in it, to follow it, and to abandon newly invented matters.”17 

 

     

 

  

                                                           
16 Al-Najmī, Fatḥ al-Raḥīm al-Wadūd (Dar al-Minhaj 1435 H/2014), 70 
17 Ibid 75 


